To the community of Gordon, 
	Hello! My name is Rev. Kristen Perkins Glover (pastor at First UMC Gordon and Cedar Springs UMC). I am writing on behalf of the Long-Term Recovery Committee (LTRC) to update the community on the disaster recovery process here in Gordon, TX. The LTRC has been assembled by the City of Gordon to address the ongoing needs of our community after the May 18th, 2025 tornado. Our Long-Term Recovery Committee has now met twice over the last two weeks and we are working to address concerns of those affected by the tornado. We are not part of the city government nor does the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) case manager work for the city. However, the LTRC will coordinate with the City of Gordon as needed to address recovery efforts.  
	The Long-Term Recovery Committee (LTRC) is a volunteer collaboration of multiple organizations, including but not limited to community volunteers, churches who have agreed to meet and work together, to address the long-term needs of residents of Gordon who have been affected by the tornado on May 18th. We have committed to serving those affected regardless of demographic association (race, faith, age, etc.). Our mission is to provide cost-effective and coordinated delivery of services so that individuals affected by the tornado in Gordon receive unduplicated assistance in a timely, efficient, and equitable manner. 
	Many of you in our community, who were either impacted by the storm or who care for someone who was impacted, have been wondering when more help would come beyond the initial response of the first few weeks of help. The good news is that city leadership quickly invited UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) to the table to help us determine how best to offer help and steward the resources well which had been raised for impacted homeowners. UMCOR has decades of expertise in disaster recovery, and guided our local non-profit Twice Blessed to hire a local UMCOR Case Manager. Heather Dawes, our Gordon UMCOR Case Manager was then hired within less than two months of the tornado hitting. 
	Since being hired, Heather has been meeting with affected individuals and families so she could identify what their unmet needs were and where they might need assistance. She now is ready to begin bringing cases before the Long-Term Recovery Committee who will form an “Unmet Needs” subcommittee to address what assistance can be offered to meet those needs. This subcommittee will use funds made available to it by organizations and individuals who have raised money to support these impacted residents including, but not limited to the Gordon Fund, set up in the initial days after the storm. However, I want to make clear that at this time no funds have been dispersed from the Gordon Fund. 
	As a newcomer to Gordon, what I have loved about living here, is the way many of you actually know your neighbors. You take care of each other because it’s just what the good people of Gordon do. For some of you, I’m sure you care for your neighbor because of a faith tradition that raised you to “love your neighbor.” For others, it may be just what you were taught growing up. No matter where this value of caring for your neighbor comes from, I’ll never forget the night of the storm and how you showed up for one another. 
	When all of us were beginning to realize the unimaginable damage which had been done by the tornado. The people of Gordon immediately turned to one another and began letting their neighbors know they were going to be there to help. No one would walk this road alone. 
	Now that we are 4 months removed from the storm, I have faith our “Gordon Strong” community will continue to live into those words and continue to offer help in the days to come. The Long-Term Recovery Committee is simply put, just a group of neighbors who have gathered from across the community to ensure help is offered to every neighbor that has been affected by the May 18th tornado. 
	Currently, our group has realized, we do not have enough funds through our collective efforts to meet the anticipated need of our neighbors. So, we are exploring ways to build on the fundraising which has already been done and fundraise in new ways by applying for grants, and looking for partnerships with businesses that may be able to offer in-kind gifts, supplies, or labor to help with repairs. If you know someone who may be able to assist with one of these community needs, please reach out to Heather Dawes (our UMCOR Case Manager) or myself (Rev. Kristen Perkins Glover, LTRC Member). 
	As I make this first update about the work of the Long-Term Recovery Committee, I want each of you to know we will be meeting again soon. Helping our neighbors is our priority and we are moving as quickly as possible, even though we know it will never be fast enough. Our group will plan to send out another update on the recovery process after this next meeting. Until then, if you know of someone who has been affected by the May 18th, 2025 tornado who needs help, please encourage them to reach out to Heather Dawes, if they haven’t already. No one has to walk this road alone.
	
Still growing in grace, 

Rev. Kristen Perkins Glover
Long-Term Recovery Committee Member
kristen.glover@gordonmethodist.org

Contact info for UMCOR Case Manager:
Heather Dawes
gordonrecovery2025@gmail.com 
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